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LEADERSHIP NOTES

This summer, California residents 
suffered through a major 

drought while fires raged 
throughout the West. 
Wildland fires have burned 
more than 7.5 million acres 
in the U.S. so far this year, 
making it the most active 

wildfire season to-date in the 
past 10 years.  In the south, New 

Orleans residents commemorated 
the 10-year anniversary of Hurricane 

Katrina. Katrina taught New Orleans and the 
Gulf Coast many lessons about how vulnerable the region is to 
natural disaster, especially to sea level rise and storm surge made 
worse by climate change.

In the Arctic, September marked the 4th lowest sea ice extent in 
satellite record, and reinforces the long-term downward trend in 
Arctic ice extent. Even a non-record annual low nowadays is far 
lower than it was decades ago, before warming really started to 
kick in. The overall warming of the planet, which is happening at a 
faster pace in the Arctic, has caused steady declines over recent 
decades (as well as an overall thinning of the ice), ranging from 
10 to 15 percent per decade depending on the season.

It certainly overwhelms me when I hear about the impacts of 
climate change all around us, happening with increased intensity 
and frequency. But steps like the Clean Power Plan, finalized this 
summer, will reduce the nation’s carbon pollution from fossil 
fueled power plants 32 percent below 2005 levels by 2030. The 
Plan also highlights energy efficiency as one of the ways states 
can reduce their reliance on high carbon-emitting sources of 
electricity. In addition, a recently announced series of national 
clean energy policies will increase energy efficiency of homes 
and make rooftop solar installations accessible without a huge 
outlay of money. These are signs that we are addressing some of 
the drivers that contribute to climate change. Every step we take 
is critical.

Onward, 

Will Steger, Founder

When the White House launched 
their Back-to-School Climate 

Education Event in late August 
to enhance the climate literacy 
of American students and 
citizens, we were honored to 
be included. In connection with 
the event, government and 

nonprofit groups announced a 
series of commitments to address 

climate change and equip the next 
generation with the knowledge and 

skills to develop and implement solutions. Among these was our 
Window into Paris: COP21 program. This program will engage 
educators in the United Nations climate change negotiations 
(COP21) to be held this December in Paris, as both learners and 
climate communicators for their schools and communities. A 
delegation of ten Education Ambassadors, representing diverse 
subject areas, grade levels, educational settings, and geographic 
regions, will share their unique perspectives with thousands of 
students, educators, citizens, and policy leaders through daily 
blogs and webcasts. 

We are excited to continue to engage people in climate change 
solutions as the school year begins. From across greater 
Minnesota through the Climate Minnesota project, to Twin 
Cities high schools through our YEA! MN program. We are also 
working across the Midwest through our Midwest Youth Climate 
Convergence, as well as across the country and the world when 
our Education Ambassadors share firsthand accounts of COP21, 
providing invaluable insight and opportunities to integrate 
climate change into classrooms throughout the country.

Sincerely,

Nicole Rom, Executive Director

ENGAGE

Fall seems to have an energy all it’s own - 
fresh with new beginnings and brimming with 
possibility. It’s always impressive when we 
engage in our fall team planning to see how 
many events and program opportunities we can 
pack into the last few months of the year. We 
ended our fiscal year on August 31, 2015 with a 
successful year of engaging new people through 
fun, educational events, including our Climate 
Minnesota convenings, successful Dine for 
Climate series, Brewing a Better Climate and our 
Wine & Dine for Climate. These events resulted 
in a strong uptick in our social media followers, 
as well as a 41% increase in new donors this year.
 

As we begin our new fiscal year, we have 
many ways for you to connect more deeply 
with our work, from our tpt film premiere and 
panel on Oct. 6th to supporting our Education 
Ambassadors traveling to the COP21 discussions, 
to attending one of our Climate Minnesota 
statewide convenings. Check out our events 
and mark your calendars. We look forward to 
connecting with you and thank you for making 
our work possible! 

—Janet Brown, Associate Director

Wine and Dine for Climate at Alexis Bailly Vineyard. Thank you 
to our incredible partners and volunteers who make our events 
possible.

JOIN US!
Please join us for a 
preview screening of 
the Twin Cities Public 
Television (tpt) produced 
documentary, Minnesota 
Stories in a Changing 
Climate. This documentary 
shares six stories from Minnesotans experiencing climate 
change and provides context from climate experts. 
Following the screening, hear from storytellers and experts 
in the film, including Will Steger and Paul Douglas.

October 6, 2015
7-8:30 pm, doors open at 6:30 pm
St. Anthony Main Theatre 
115 SE Main St, Minneapolis, MN 55414
Purchase tickets at mnstories.eventbrite.com

The tpt premiere will be shown on the MN State Channel on 
October 11 at 7 pm.

This program was co-produced with tpt as part 
of Climate Minnesota: Local Stories, Community 
Solutions, funded by the Environment and Natural 
Resources Trust Fund as recommended by the 
Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota 
Resources.

Window into Paris - COP21 
Education Ambassador Open House
Thursday, October 22 - 7 pm
Avalon School
700 Glendale Street, Saint Paul, MN 
55114
Meet our local Education Ambassadors, learn about these 
pivotal negotiations, and support our Window into Paris 
program.

Give to the Max Day
November 12
Our goal is to raise $25,000 thanks to 
generous matching gifts from donors. Please 
join us on this great MN give together. 

Climate Minnesota – West Metro Convening 
November 12
Eisenhower Community Center, 1001 MN-7 
Hopkins, MN 55305 
Featuring special guests Paul Douglas 
and Department of Commerce 
Commissioner Mike Rothman
Full schedule of convenings at 
climateminnesota.org.

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU 
to our outstanding Board of Directors who helped launch 
us into this new stage of organizational growth! We are 
honored to have the following individuals involved as 
Advisory Board members going forward.
Michael Noble, 2006-2014
David Brown, 2007-2014
Bridget Levin, 2012-2015

WELCOME TO OUR INCOMING BOARD MEMBERS:
Roopali Phadke
Jennifer Birnbaum
Cathy Kennedy
Natalie Cook



54

EMERGING LEADERS EMERGING LEADERS

YEA! MN Welcomes New  
Program Coordinator & Funding Opportunities

We are proud to introduce our new 
YEA! MN Program Coordinator, 
Nicole Ektnitphong, who 
brings a wealth of organizing 
experience and skills in youth 
mentorship. Nicole founded 
the Worthington High School 
student group ‘Be the Change’ 
while she was a student at 
Gustavus Adolphus College, 
and is an active member of the 
Divestment Student Network’s People 
of Color Caucus. 

We are also excited about new funding from the Carolyn 
Foundation, which will support our youth engagement in 
critical climate policy work at the state and national level; and 
the Laura Jane Musser Fund, which will allow us to deepen our 
partnership with El Colegio Charter School to support leadership 
development, engagement and environmental justice with Latino 
youth.  We are thankful for  continued support from the Hennepin 
County Green Partners Program and the Rethink Recycling - Solid 
Waste Management 
Coordinating Board 
to engage our YEA! 
MN network in waste 
reduction and recycling 
efforts in Hennepin, 
Dakota, Ramsey and 
Washington counties.

Introducing YEA! MN Co-Chairs 

Introducing our 2015-16 YEA! MN Co-Chairs: Kendra Roedl and 
Addie Welch. Kendra is a senior at Minneapolis South High 
School, and Co-Chair of the YEA! MN youth Steering Committee 
for two years running. Kendra is Co-President of the South HS 
Green Tigers, an active member of her school’s Gender Equity 
Collective, and an avid skier. Addie joined YEA! MN in 2014 and 
was elected last spring as a Steering Committee Co-Chair, to 
serve alongside Kendra. Addie is also a senior at Minneapolis 
South High School, captain of the South ski team, and is a 
teacher intern at LearningWorks in Minneapolis.

YEA! MN Steering Committee

September is underway and for 
many, including us at Climate 
Generation, this is the start 
of new things: school, 
programming, events and 
more! YEA! MN had our first 
gathering of the 2015-16 school 
year with over 20 students – 
our largest group ever – turning 
out for our Steering Committee 
meeting. At this gathering, the high 
school students had the opportunity to 
get to know one another (new and old faces), reconnect after 
the summer and reground ourselves for the year ahead. Some 
students spoke about how powerful it was to feel heard and 
valued, especially in a bigger group of people. Some others 
shared how connected they already felt to one another in our 
first gathering. We start the year energized to continue building 
relationships, student power and our community together. Watch 
for student updates and reflections on our website. YEA! 

Midwest Youth Climate Convergence
Climate Generation is co-hosting the Midwest Youth 
Climate Convergence to be held at the Minnesota 
American Indian Center in Minneapolis, October 
30-November 1. The Convergence will bring together 
committed youth organizers across the region active 
in campus and municipal fossil fuel divestment 
campaigns, and the campaign to stop Midwest tar 
sands pipeline expansion, with the goal of building 
capacity for these youth-led campaigns, developing 
a deeper strategy for re-investment in just and 
sustainable solutions, and creating a stronger 
Midwest youth climate movement.   

We are convening key youth organizers in the belief 
that the innovative breakthroughs we need will 
require a systemic and coordinated approach to 
grassroots organizing. We believe that youth bring 
the creative genius, the collaborative spirit, and the 
courage we need to secure a just and sustainable 
future for all. Read more and register online:  
www.midwestyouthconvergence.org

MN Internship Expands

This year Climate Generation is expanding 
to support two YEA! MN student interns, 
Kendra Roedl and Liam Delmain. Liam 
is in his senior year at Minnetonka High 
School, while also attending Minneapolis 
Community and Technical College. 
Liam and Kendra are helping to shape 
their internship, with a focus on peer 
education, program support, and 
leadership development.

Clean Power Plan Celebration

Ahead of the August 3rd announcement of the finalized Clean 
Power Plan, Will Steger wrote an Op Ed for the St. Cloud Times 
addressing the moral imperative for climate action. Stating that 
“we are all eyewitnesses” to climate change now, he heralded the 
Clean Power Plan as our biggest opportunity to advance climate 
change solutions, both here in Minnesota and nationally. Our 
YEA! MN program participated in Congressman Keith Ellison’s 
Clean Power Plan celebration in early September, along with 
other local leaders. We will continue to support a strong Clean 
Power Plan for Minnesota that expands upon Minnesota’s clean 
energy foundation and climate leadership.

Mentorship Program Helps 
RE-AMP Network

Our Emerging Leaders Mentorship 
Program, in collaboration with the 
RE-AMP Network, helps participants 
uncover insights about what 
movement building is and what 
healthy collaboration looks like. 

These generative conversations are spreading fresh ideas on how 
to nurture our networks and collaborations in the climate change 
and energy landscape.expertise, and life experience. 

 

Engaging Minnesota Youth in Climate Policy Solutions

Midwest Youth Climate Convergence participants.
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FEATURES

John Abraham, Professor of Thermal Sciences, 
University of St. Thomas

Q: Can you tell me about your Rapid Response Team and why 
you continue to respond to climate change deniers? 

Why do I keep responding to climate change skeptics and setting 
the record straight? Well, there are a lot of people whose minds are 
made up, and one of the things you learn when you communicate 

about science is that facts don’t 
necessarily matter to people if it goes 

against their ingrained ideology. So 
my goal isn’t necessarily always 
to try to change people’s minds; 
my goal is to get people to be 
more critical about how they 
receive information – even if 
it’s something that they want 

to believe, they should recognize 
that the person who’s giving them 

certain “facts” is misleading them, 
and that’s why I spend time debunking the 

arguments that run counter to climate change science.

Q: What motivated you to become involved in our work?

At some point we have to solve this problem, and organizations 
like Climate Generation are critical for coming up with solutions 
and motivating people to take action. You have to have people 
who are organized around the question of “what do we do about 
it?” and the focus on education is critical.

Q: What kept you coming back?

If you are concerned about climate change as a problem, 
then you have to also be focused on solving it; it would be 
disingenuous if I just did the research and didn’t contribute to the 
solution conversation. Climate Generation is excellently run, and 
maintains the right balance of raising awareness and education 
along with promoting action.

Q: Who is your climate superhero?

Katharine Hayhoe (atmospheric 
scientist and director of the 

Climate Science Center at Texas 
Tech University), because of 
her courage. She’s so good 
at taking the climate change 
message to communities that 
are against it, and she does 

it with artfulness, tact, and 
professionalism. She’s perhaps the 

best communicator on the planet.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thank you Grant Johnson!

As our summer intern, Grant Johnson didn’t just bring his strong 
analytical and research skills, but also his incredible musical 
talent. Over the summer, Grant helped with a myriad of programs 
including our flagship, Summer Institute and public outreach for 
Climate Minnesota. It was nice to get Grant out from behind the 
computer and into another comfortable space for him, playing 
his violin at our Wine & Dine for Climate fundraiser at Alexis Bailly 
Vineyard. We wish Grant the best as he begins his second year at 
the U of M studying climate science. 

In May, we had the opportunity to visit 
the Duluth headquarters for our long-time 
supporter, Loll Designs. As a member of 1% 
for the Planet, eco-friendly outdoor furniture 
designer and manufacturer Loll Designs is 
part of a global movement of companies 
donating at least one percent of their 

annual net revenues to environmental organizations. Through 
this initiative, Loll has donated $54,000 to Climate Generation 
since 2011. This year, Loll continued their generous support with 
a $15,000 contribution toward our Climate Minnesota: Local 
Stories, Community Solutions project, sponsoring convenings in 
Burnsville, Duluth, Virginia and Minnetonka, as well as our local 
Brewing a Better Climate event in Duluth. It quickly becomes 
apparent that Loll contributes 
far more than one percent of 
their efforts to sustaining the 
planet. In fact, the company 
recycles or reuses roughly 90 
percent of its waste, putting 
them on track to becoming 
a zero-waste facility. We 
applaud Loll’s commitment to 
the planet! Read the full story 
at http://www.climategen.
org/blog/loll-designs-
demonstrates-eco-furniture-
circle-of-life/

EDUCATION

Window into Paris: COP21
Every day teachers walk into their 
classrooms and inspire students to 
think critically and understand the 
world around them. We recognize that 
educators are critical messengers of 

climate and energy literacy for thousands 
of students each year. We are committed to 

supporting and engaging these educators as both learners and 
climate change communicators in their educational settings and 
communities.

To bring this learning to life, we are leading a delegation of 10 
Education Ambassadors to Paris through our Window into Paris 
program, in conjunction with the UNFCCC 21st Conference of 
the Parties (COP21) in Paris, France December 6-12, 2015. These 
ten teachers represent diverse subject areas, grade levels, and 
educational settings, but all have a passion for climate change 
education and a love of learning. Learn more about the program 
and meet our Education Ambassadors at www.climategen.
org/cop21. The program announcement and introduction to our 
Education Ambassadors was also part of The White House Back-
To-School Climate Education Event and featured on their website. 

Climate Minnesota
Climate Minnesota kicks off again this 
September with eight more convenings 
around the state aimed at building 
community capacity to engage in 
solutions to climate change. At each convening, we highlight 
and share the knowledge of local climate science and solutions 
via experts and through storytelling. We hope to see you at an 
upcoming convening. For a full list of dates and locations, visit 
climateminnesota.org. 

Preliminary evaluation of our spring Climate Minnesota 
convenings show that our model of engagement is having an 
impact. Participants leave the event and remember it in a positive 
light, hopeful, energized, and connected. Participants also show 
an increase in their confidence to talk about climate change 
impacts and solutions. The majority of participants said they 
met at least 2 people at the convening that they could email, 
call or meet with if they needed advice about how to deal with 
climate change. Over 85% of participants say they spoke with 
others about the event at least a few times since the convening, 
with 36% of them saying they spoke about it frequently. Finally, 
90% of participants said they have taken some steps towards 
mitigating and/or adapting to climate change post-event. 

Next Generation Climate
This fall we will release a 
brand new curriculum, Next 
Generation Climate, that uses 
the Next Generation Science 
Standards as a framework for 
Grades 6-8 educators. The new 

Next Generation Science Standards introduce climate science 
into the curriculum starting in middle school and teach high 
school students in detail about the effects of human activity on 
climate. Written by our curriculum coordinator, Jenna Totz, and 
reviewed by education experts, this resource includes six lessons 
that focus on the causes of the rise in global temperature. Next 
Generation Climate is also aligned to the Climate and Energy 
Literacy Principles. Download the curriculum at climategen.org.
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